Jordan Lake Spring Bird Count 2011
May 8, 2011, was a cool and somewhat wet spring day, with temperatures ranging from 55(F in the morning to 70(F in the afternoon.  The skies were overcast for most of the day, with light to moderate rain in the early morning. Winds were calm to light and variable.  And Brood XIX of the 13-year cicadas was putting on quite a show.  At times during the day they could be accused of trying to restrict the audio portion of our program!
Because there were a number of other events going on that day (Carolina Bird Club meeting, Mother’s day, rain), our participation was a bit low.  However, those who didn’t make it out missed seeing some very nice birds.  Forty-four observers (not much lower than our 10-year average: 47) in 19 parties (10-year average: 22) tallied 7,643 individual birds (avg. 8,270)—a little low, but not drastic.  But this is what made the day interesting for many of us: We identified 132 species, well above our 10-year average of 125, our highest species count since 2002 when we had 133.  And this was with just 119 party hours in the field, well below our average of 141.  Fewer observers in fewer parties and less cumulative time in the field usually mean lower numbers of species and individual birds, as seemed to be the case last year.  But that was not the case this year.  Read on for some of the highlights, more or less in phylogenetic order.  
Ring-necked Duck, 4—ties the record from 2002: Carol Williamson and Carl Chelette; Will Cook and Carl Rothfels.
Common Merganser, 2—ties the record from 2005: Perry Haaland and Pam Timmons.
Peregrine Falcon, 1—3rd sighting in the history of the count: Will Cook and Carl Rothfels.

King Rail, 4—found again by kayak: Marty McClelland and Ginger Travis.  One wonders how many more are out there in places we never get to.

Lesser Yellowlegs, 8—recent record (208 in 1979 when the lake was being filled): Lois and Mike Schultz.
Semipalmated Sandpiper, 4—1st sighting in 10 years: Lois and Mike Schultz.

Wilson’s Snipe, 1—2nd sighting in 10 years: Norm Budnitz and Gene Kingsley.

Caspian Tern, 1—3rd sighting in 10 years: Lois and Mike Schultz.

American Pipit, 1—1st spring sighting since 1979 (when lake was being filled): Will Cook and Carl Rothfels.
Blackburnian Warbler, 1—1st since 1997: Carol Williamson and Carl Chelette.

As seems to be the case every year, we generated a few new record numbers for some species:  Red-headed Woodpeckers, 36 (previous high was 32 in 2010); Fish Crows, 58 (57 in 2010); Northern Mockingbird, 169 (157 in 2003); Cedar Waxwing, 366 (209 in 1999); and Chipping Sparrows, 223 (222 in 2010).  
This year, a record low number of Wood Thrushes—19—were reported.  This is not only way below the 10-year average of 60, but is way below the previous low count of 30, taken in 1977, the first year of the count, when only 24 people in 11 parties were counting.  Other people throughout North Carolina have reported anecdotally similar low numbers of Wood Thrushes this spring.  Breeding Bird Surveys in eastern North America have noted on-going declines of this species for more than a decade.
On a happier note, I believe we have a new record for number of species seen by one party.  My data in electronic format only go back to 1998, and I have not delved into the hard copy older data, but I believe the 95 species seen by Will Cook and Carl Rothfels sets a new record.  The previous high of 93 species was seen by Ricky Davis in 2009, and he was freelancing, finding birds in many count areas, and therefore many habitats, all over the count circle.  Congratulations, Will and Carl.
Thank you all for counting, 
Norm Budnitz, compiler.

