Jordan Lake, NC, Christmas Bird Count

January 1, 2012
Compiler's Notes
The Jordan Lake Christmas Bird Count was held on January 1, 2012.  The sky was clear and winds were calm at dawn, increasing to 5-10 mph in the afternoon.  Temperatures ranged from 34-66(F.  There was no precipitation.  We identified 93 species, right on our average of 93 for the preceding 10 years.   Our count of 64,494 individual birds was mostly due to the 50,000 gulls estimated by Tom Krakauer and Nathan Swick—mostly Ring-billeds.  They watched as the gulls left their roost on the water between Ebenezer Point and Vista Point and flew eastward, up Beaver Creek, toward the southern Wake County landfill in Holly Springs.  A new twist this year was their estimate that about 1 in 50 of those gulls was a Herring, not a Ring-billed.  
Forty-nine birders (10-year average: 55) in 23 parties (average: 24) counted for 131 party-hours (average: 141).  That’s approximately 493 birds per party-hour, compared to our 10-year average of 279 b/ph.  Again, as in recent years, it’s the gulls.
New high counts this year:  Gadwall—111 (previous high was 56 last year); Northern Shoveler—12 (7 in 2004); Black Vulture—167 (157 in 2006}; Osprey—3 (1 in 2006, 1 in 2009); Killdeer—166 (95 in 1999); Herring Gull—1,000 (226 in 2008); Lesser Black-backed Gull—2 (1 in 2002, 1 in 2009); Red-headed Woodpecker—28 (25 in 2000); Carolina Chickadee—421 (tied with 421 in 2003); Tufted Titmouse—421 (365 in 2000); and White-breasted Nuthatch—58 (56 in 2005).  It’s interesting that after having no Ospreys for the first 3 decades of our Christmas count, we are now seeing them.  Is this a reflection of the remarkable come-back these birds have shown since the banning of DDT?  There are more Ospreys; therefore, there are more lingering Ospreys in winter.  Or is it a reflection of milder winters (climate change)?  
Some of the more unusual finds this year: 
· Green-winged Teal (5)—3 by Will Cook and 2 by Rick Payne

· Lesser Scaup (6)—Carol and Carl Chelette

· Red-breasted Merganser (1)—seen by Loren Hintz and Margaret Vimmerstedt
· Osprey (3)—1 by Carol and Carl Chelette, 2 by Barbara Coffman, Charles Boyd, Beth Mancuso, Kyle Mills, and Mickey Mills
· Merlin (1)—Norm Budnitz and Gene Kingsley
· Lesser Black-backed Gull (2)—1 by Tom Krakauer and Nathan Swick, 1 by Brian Bockhahn
· Loggerhead Shrike (1)—Norm Budnitz and Gene Kingsley

· American Pipit (60)—30 by Betty King and Judy Teague, 30 by Andy Upshaw and Rouse Wilson
A small pond in the southern part of the count circle turned up a lot of ducks, reported by Phil Warren, and in a separate party, Tom Driscoll, Bo Howes, and Don McCormick.  They found 103 Gadwall, 4 American Wigeon, 3 Mallards, and 42 Ring-necked Ducks. Must have been quite a sight.

Kudos:  Phil Warren found 60 species this year, while Will Cook tallied 59.  Norm Budnitz and Gene Kingsley had 55 species.  For total individual birds, the Ebenezer Point crew, Tom and Nathan, got all those gulls!
For the record:  We had 49 birders in 23 parties.  We put in 131 party hours (105 on foot, 26 by car), 257 miles (80 on foot, 177 by car), and 5 hours and 20 miles nocturnal birding.  The weather was mild (34(F to 66(F), winds varied from calm to 5-10 mph, and the sky was clear.

Norm Budnitz, compiler

